Folded Horn Acoustic Guitar Patent # 10,177,172 7-16-22 Updates

“Only a guitar book in the sense

that The Orchid Thief is only a book about
gardening. St. John makes the case for

the transformative power of certain objects and
the not-so-quaint notion of craftsmanship.”

__Allen Barra, American Heritage
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Despite their small size these instruments play in a much higher
register, to which the human ear is more sensitive, The Dobro, a
guitar played horizontally with a metal slide, is louder because it
has a metal resonator. The sound emanates from a mechanically
driven loudspeaker—a metal version of what you’d find inside
your home stereo—mounted inside an inert body. And the banjo
is essentially a drumhead with a neck and strings, and played
well or badly, it can drown out even the loudest guitar, This, in
particlﬂafr has been a source of consternation to guitarists since,
well, forever. In the post-PC world, banjo players have joined
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If volume was the guitarist’s holy grail, the easy answer was
technology. Even the loudest acoustic guitar has its limits. That’s
why early jazz guitarists like Charlie Christian attached primi-
tive pickups to their archtop guitars. This helped some, but the
guitar’s resonant nature caused howling feedback, so there was a
distinct—and very moderate—limit to how loud they could play.
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